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Illinois Domes  c Violence Helpline: 
1-877-863-6338 

State TTY: 1-877-863-6339

Na  onal Domes  c Violence Hotline:
1-800-799-7233

Na  onal TTY: 1-800-787-3224

One Mission, One Voice

Last fall, the Illinois CoaliƟ on Against DomesƟ c Violence partnered with 
Lt. Governor Sheila Simon on the NO MORE TEEN DATING ABUSE VIDEO 
CHALLENGE which was sponsored by Verizon. 
As part of the entry form 
this year, we asked teens 
to answer the following 
quesƟ on:  “As a result of 
this program, how have 
you commiƩ ed to taking 
addiƟ onal acƟ on to end 
teen daƟ ng violence?”

We wanted to get a 
sense of how teens were 
engaged in the issue 
of teen daƟ ng violence 
prevenƟ on.  We received a 
total of 113 responses:
• 69 stated they would be talking with friends to make them more aware and 

provide advice about where to go for help; 
• 13 said they learned the warning signs of daƟ ng abuse and learned when 

to speak out against it; 
• 15 stated they understood the issue of daƟ ng violence and what healthy 

relaƟ onships look like; 
• 16 stated they would be making a social media post about healthy 

relaƟ onships; one reported s/he would be reaching out to middle 
schoolers; and one reported s/he would be volunteering for an 
organizaƟ on in this area.  

The MarkeƟ ng and Stakeholders CommiƩ ee would like to thank the 35 

Another Successful

N    More Teen Dating Abuse

Video Challenge!

First place winners:  Jamie Huennekens, Kirsten Stage, 
BriƩ any VanOnsten and Jana Michels



Empowering Women.   Expanding Awareness.   Eradicating Violence.
806 South College Street   ~   Springfi eld, IL 62704

www.ilcadv.org   ~   ilcadv@ilcadv.org   ~   phone: 217-789-2830

2        For BeƩ er Times    Spring 2015

Positive
Change
Comes 
With
Time

Empowering Women.   Expanding Awareness.   Eradicating Violence.
806 South College Street   ~   Springfi eld, IL 62704

www.ilcadv.org   ~   ilcadv@ilcadv.org   ~   phone: 217-789-2830

member programs that requested promoƟ onal 
materials for the challenge and distributed those 
materials locally to high schools and other groups 
working with teens.  This local promoƟ on is what 
made the project such a success in its third year.  
They look forward to working with members again on 
similar challenges in the future.  
ICADV received a total of 48 entries, up from 41 last 
year and 37 in the fi rst year. In all, approximately 
223 teens parƟ cipated in the making of one or more 
videos, up from 214 last year and 133 in the fi rst 
year.  The MarkeƟ ng and Stakeholders CommiƩ ee 
narrowed the entries to 12 fi nalists based on 
creaƟ vity and posiƟ ve messaging for teen daƟ ng 
relaƟ onships.  
Those fi nalists were reviewed by Vickie Smith, 
ExecuƟ ve Director, ICADV; Annie Thompson, 
Lt. Governor’s Offi  ce; and David Finch, Verizon.  
AddiƟ onally, the fi nal judge panel this year included 
Travis Meier, former winner from year 1 and 2 of this 
project.  AŌ er reviewing the videos and deliberaƟ on, 
the panel of judges selected the fi rst, second and 
third place winners, and a raffl  e winner.  The fi rst 
place winners were from Fulton High School and 
they won iPads; 2nd place was from Barrington High 
School and four of the 14 students who made that 
video won iPad Minis (due to budgetary constraints 
and published guidelines); and 3rd place was also 
from Barrington High School and four of fi ve students 
that created that video won Kindles.  The raffl  e 
winner was from Eastland High School in Lanark, 
Illinois and received an iPad.  
While the 
challenge was 
a great way to 
engage teens, the 
ulƟ mate goal is to 
produce another 
tool for raising 
awareness of the 
issue.  Verizon and member programs have already 
expressed interest in using the winning video(s) in 
various ways.  We look forward to the challenge again 
this fall.

Thinking back over the years at the Dove, Inc.  
DomesƟ c Violence (DV) Program, like other DV 
programs across the state, there have been so many 
changes.  These changes include how the community 
looks at domesƟ c violence, how law enforcement 
responds to domesƟ c violence and how our State 
AƩ orney offi  ces proceed in DV cases, etc.  
I can remember siƫ  ng at the table with no more 
than a handful of individuals, trying to fi gure out 
how to best handle these situaƟ ons.  I recall the 
diffi  culƟ es and challenges that we faced in trying to 
educate our key offi  cials on the dynamics of domesƟ c 
violence and stressing the importance of puƫ  ng the 
blame on the perpetrator – NOT the vicƟ m – and 
holding them accountable for their acƟ ons rather 
than re-vicƟ mizing the vicƟ m.  
Then came the mandatory arrest policies—thank 
goodness—a breakthrough!  VicƟ ms would no longer 
have to make the decision when they were asked—
usually standing right in front of their abuser—over 
and over if they wanted their abuser arrested.  This 
opened the door for new discussion on idenƟ fying 
who was the primary aggressor.  Like many other 
communiƟ es in Illinois, we went through the period 
of mutual arrests.  We kept moving forward and 
speaking out on the extreme need for training on 
how to determine the primary aggressor in each 
situaƟ on. 
We now work with a Police Liaison and a Liaison 
from the Sheriff  Department, which has made a 
huge posiƟ ve diff erence on collaboraƟ ons with law 
enforcement and services to domesƟ c violence 
vicƟ ms.  Having law enforcement liaisons has 
eliminated any confusion conƟ nued on page 3conƟ nued on page 3
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for point of contact in their offi  ce.  We simply call 
our designated liaison and provide them with the 
informaƟ on or quesƟ ons we have.  They look into 
the situaƟ on for us and get back in touch with our 
advocate making the call.  Our Legal Advocates meet 
monthly with our law enforcement liaisons to discuss 
any parƟ cular issues/concerns or to give suggesƟ ons 
about what is needed from each in order to work 
beƩ er for the benefi t of our clients.  Our ongoing 
meeƟ ngs keep us all connected and in conƟ nued 
conversaƟ on.  In addiƟ on to our monthly meeƟ ng 
with our law enforcement liaisons, we meet monthly 
with our Judge who handles Orders of ProtecƟ ons.  
This has resulted in posiƟ ve outcomes for our clients 
and greatly enhanced our relaƟ onship with the 
Judge.
We all know the buzz words “Coordinated 
Community Response”, and know it is key to 
providing good services.  We—allied professionals in 
the community—meet regularly to discuss our roles 
and work towards our shared goal which is to provide 
safety and jusƟ ce to the vicƟ m and accountability 
to the perpetrator.  Our DomesƟ c Violence Unit 
which consists of the State’s AƩ orney Prosecutors, 
Law Enforcement (both police and sheriff ), domesƟ c 
violence program advocates and program director, 
local sexual assault program, elder abuse program, 
probaƟ on, Legal Aid AƩ orney, and Child Advocacy 
Program all meet monthly as well.  
We have come a long way from several years ago 
siƫ  ng at a table with domesƟ c violence advocates 
talking about how there was very liƩ le or complete 
lack of communicaƟ on and support from law 
enforcement and the state’s aƩ orney offi  ce.  We 
have grown leaps and bounds from vicƟ m blaming 
to collaboraƟ ng on how to creat environments that 
allow vicƟ ms to empower themselves and even 
encouraging them to parƟ cipate in the criminal trial 
of the abuser!!  Although we sƟ ll certainly have 
our moments of “agreeing to disagree”, working 
relaƟ onships are strong and vicƟ ms lives are beƩ er 
for it!!!

Teri Ducy, DV Program Director, DOVE, Inc., Decatur, IL

Dove story conƟ nued from page 2Dove story conƟ nued from page 2

SURVIVORS NEED TOOLSSURVIVORS NEED TOOLS

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGENCIES

DELIVERDELIVER
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According to the NaƟ onal CoaliƟ on Against DomesƟ c 
Violence, more than 70% of pet-owning women 
entering domesƟ c violence shelters reported that 
their baƩ erer had injured, killed, or threatened family 
pets for revenge or psychological control. As many 
as 65% of domesƟ c violence vicƟ ms are unable to 
escape their abusers because they fear what will 
happen to their pets when they leave. 
In recogniƟ on of the extreme complicaƟ ons animal 
abuse can create for those seeking to fl ee violent 
relaƟ onships, QUANADA became the fi rst domesƟ c 
violence shelter in Illinois to accept companion 
animals into the shelter. Cats, dogs, and small 
“pocket” mammals, repƟ les, and birds may be 
accepted into shelter. “Our ulƟ mate goal is to ensure 
no family members are leŌ  behind – including 
those with fur, feathers, or scales” says Megan 
Duesterhaus, QUANADA’s execuƟ ve director. Since 
becoming pet friendly, QUANADA has housed fi ve 
dogs in the shelter. 
Presently, animals are housed in specifi c pet 
friendly rooms inside the main shelter building. The 
ulƟ mate goal is to update an exisƟ ng outbuilding to 
comfortably and safely house companion animals. 
The pet shelter will include appropriate venƟ laƟ on, 
climate control, 
privacy fencing, and 
a security system. 
QUANADA was 
recently awarded 
a RedRover® Relief 
Safe Housing grant to 
apply towards these 
updates. To date, 
close to 50% of the 
funding necessary to 
fully complete the pet 
shelter project has 
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been raised. 
Since becoming a pet friendly shelter, QUANADA 
has also adopted a shelter dog, ScarleƩ , a 2-year-
old cocker spaniel mix. Scarlet is great at providing a 
source of emoƟ onal support and stress relief to staff  
and clients. She is also a comforƟ ng presence to the 
overnight staff . 
If your organizaƟ on is interested in becoming pet 
friendly, QUANADA would be happy to help in any 
way they can. For more informaƟ on on converƟ ng 
your shelter into a pet friendly facility, you can also 
check out the resources at Sheltering Animals and 
Families Together (SAF-T) website hƩ p://alliephillips.
com/saf-tprogram/.

Megan Duesterhaus, ExecuƟ ve Director, QUANADA, Quincy, IL

First
Pet Friendly 

DV Shelter in 
Illinois.

When Mariana Young Sun Kim came to KAN-WIN in 
2009, she had been in an emoƟ onal, physical and 
fi nancially abusive marriage for nearly ten years. 
During those years, she never told her family back 
in Korea what was happening. She was completely 
isolated and too scared to seek help. She heard about 
KAN-WIN on the radio. It took three more years and 
the fear of her children learning this abusive behavior 
for her to knock on their door.
Mariana moved to the United States in 1999, with 
hopes of furthering her educaƟ on. In Korea, she had 
earned a business administraƟ on degree. She worked 
for a company translaƟ ng documents from English 
into Korean. She moved to Colorado to aƩ end college 
and live with family friends. However, Mariana was 
lonely without her family and her funds were running 
out quickly. She was here on a student VISA and not 
allowed to work. TuiƟ on for internaƟ onal students 
is higher. She began chaƫ  ng online with a man in 
Chicago who encouraged her to move, telling her 

Attaining 
Sought After 

Goals
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that he would help her fi nd employment and transfer 
schools. 
Mariana moved to Chicago to be with him. He quickly 
introduced her to his family and asked her to marry 
him. He wanted to elope, telling her that through 
marriage she could get a Green Card so she could 
work and have access to cheaper college tuiƟ on. 
Mariana was in love but wanted to get married more 
tradiƟ onally. They traveled to 
Korea to meet her family and get 
engaged. It was during this trip that 
Mariana began to have doubts. She 
tried to call off  the engagement and 
end the relaƟ onship, but he took a 
knife, held it up to his own throat 
and told her than if she leŌ  him, he 
would kill himself. She felt trapped 
and couldn’t tell anyone about 
what happened.
The abuse and isolaƟ on began 
when they got married in 2001. 
Soon aŌ er the wedding, he told 
her that he didn’t want her to go to 
school. He and his family thought 
she should work and add to the 
family income. He kept pushing her 
away from studying and going back on his promise to 
support her in geƫ  ng an advanced college degree. 
Mariana told her husband that she wanted to wait 
to have a baby and focus instead on paying down 
his debts.  The abuse escalated. He accused her of 
only marrying him for a Green Card. At one point, 
he took her ID and credit card out of her purse and 
leŌ  the house, telling her that she only had these 
things because of him. She now had no money or 
idenƟ fi caƟ on. 
AŌ er the birth of their second son in 2008, the level 
of abuse increased. He physically abused her in front 
of the children.  He hit their older son with a toy 
baseball bat. Two months later, he strangled her in 
front of both children. She knew she couldn’t endure 
it any longer. She feared for her sons and their future.
KAN-WIN quickly helped her and her children fi nd 
emergency shelter and aŌ er three months found 
her space in their transiƟ onal housing program. Two 
years in transiƟ onal housing gave her the Ɵ me, peace 

and encouragment to reach her goals. She found 
employment at a medical clinic and her boss there 
off ered to help pay her tuiƟ on. Mariana worked 
9am-4pm each day, then took both of her children 
to nightcare so that she could aƩ end night schools 
classes. SomeƟ mes, they wouldn’t get home unƟ l 
10pm. She would put the boys to bed and begin her 
homework. OŌ en, she wouldn’t get to bed unƟ l 2 or 

3am, someƟ mes falling asleep at the 
kitchen table with her books open. At 
last she was fulfi lling her dreams.
“I am a totally diff erent person than 
I was, I can do anything.” Mariana 
points out that with the support 
of KAN-WIN’s counseling program, 
she was able to improve her self-
esteem. She learned that the violence 
wasn’t her fault. Over the years 
KAN-WIN has connected her with 
many community resources that 
off ered support. The Legal Assistance 
FoundaƟ on in Chicago helped her 
through her divorce, which went on 
for three years before it was seƩ led. 
Mariana completed matched savings 
programs with both Beth New Life 
and Heartland Alliance to help pay for 

her educaƟ on. She applied for and received grants 
from Web of Benefi t and the Chung Hea FoundaƟ on. 
“Whatever chance I had, I took it.” 
Mariana is determined to live violence free and 
become fi nancially and spiritually independent. 
Through the Allstate fi nancial educaƟ on classes at 
KAN-WIN, she was able to learn how to budget. As a 
result she raised her credit score by more than 300 
points. She found these classes so important that she 
began sharing the informaƟ on with co-workers and 
others in her life. In 2014, she earned cerƟ fi cates in 
medical billing and accounƟ ng. Today, she is studying 
to take her CerƟ fi ed Public Account exam and 
preparing for a graduate program.
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It has been an exciƟ ng legislaƟ ve session for all of 
us here in Springfi eld! While ICADV has parƟ cipated 
in many diff erent legislaƟ ve campaigns for varying 
new laws, we have focused our resources on 
two main bills: the restricƟ on of crime-free (or 
nuisance) ordinances and resentencing provisions for 
incarcerated domesƟ c violence survivors.

The fi rst, Senate Bill 1547, is 
a joint advocacy venture with 
several other organizaƟ ons. Last 
summer, we partnered with the 
Shriver Center on Poverty Law, 
(Shriver Center) the American 
Civil LiberƟ es Union (ACLU) 
of Illinois, and a number of 
housing advocacy organizaƟ ons 
to draŌ  language that would 
help survivors remain in their 
rental housing. Approximately 
35 municipaliƟ es throughout 
the state have enacted what are 
oŌ en referred to as “crime-free 
ordinances.” These ordinances 
are intended to allow landlords 
to remove criminals from their 
rental properƟ es swiŌ ly and 
defi niƟ vely. However, most of 
them do not disƟ nguish between 
perpetrators and vicƟ ms, or they 
are not being enforced as such, and therefore have 
had the unintended eff ect of having survivors being 
removed from their homes along with perpetrators 
when they call the police for assistance. 

AŌ er long negoƟ aƟ ons in the Senate, we came to 
an agreed bill with the ciƟ es of Chicago, Chicago 
Heights, and Kankakee - the main opposiƟ ons to the 
bill. In late April, the bill moved out of the Senate 
with a unanimous vote. It is now in the House, and 
we conƟ nue to work with advocates from the Shriver 
Center and the ACLU to lobby in this chamber. 
The second bill began in the House under the 

sponsorship of Rep. ChrisƟ an Mitchell. ICADV has 
been working with Cabrini Green Legal Aid, Chicago 
Legal Advocacy for Incarcerated Women, and the 
Illinois Clemency Project for BaƩ ered Women on 
a bill that will assist survivors who are currently 
incarcerated. As many as ninety percent of women 
imprisoned in Illinois have suff ered from domesƟ c 
violence at some point in their lives. Our bill was 
heavily negoƟ ated with the State’s AƩ orneys, who 
had major concerns about the fi nality of convicƟ ons 
and a potenƟ al for abuse of the law. By the Ɵ me we 
reached an agreement on language for the new law, 
deadlines had already passed in the House to move 
the bill. Our team decided to be a bit procedurally 

creaƟ ve and asked the Senate 
staff  for a shell bill. With a liƩ le 
luck and a lot of tenacity, we 
moved the bill unanimously 
out of both the Senate Criminal 
Law CommiƩ ee and the Senate 
fl oor. Rep. Mitchell has picked 
up the bill in the House, and we 
remain hopeful that the bill will 
move forward before the end 
of session. Currently, we have 
focused on adding co-sponsors 
to win some leverage in moving 
it.

As always, Vickie Smith, 
ExecuƟ ve Director of ICADV, has 
been working hard to speak with 
legislators about the budget. We 
have had several programs send 
representaƟ ves to speak with 
their legislators about the need 

for conƟ nued funding. These visits have been quite 
successful, and were conƟ nued through the end of 
May. 

As our bills progress, we will conƟ nue to send our 
membership advocacy alerts, and we thank you very 
much for your parƟ cipaƟ on!

Noelle Dupuis, Director of Policy,
Illinois CoaliƟ on Against DomesƟ c Violence

ICADV Advocacy Efforts 2015
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Would you like to make a diff erence while having lots of fun?  
The Illinois CoaliƟ on Against DomesƟ c Violence is puƫ  ng on its 
annual Jazz event!  Join us for good food, good music and good 
company at the Pasfi eld House on June 12, from 5:30 to 9:00 
p.m.  Music provided by: Frank Parker Jambalaya New Orleans 
Jazz/Blues Band, Judy Page, formerly with Ike and Tina Turner, 
Debbie Ross, and Brooke Thomas.  All proceeds will go to make 
our Illinois communiƟ es 
safer for vicƟ m/
survivors of domesƟ c 
violence and their child 
witnesses
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ICADV FRIEND

Requirements:  An individual 
who supports the vision and 
mission of ICADV.  PotenƟ al 
Friend members must review 
and sign ICADV’s assurances 
document found by clicking 
here.

Fee:  $25.00 per year

Benefi ts:  Friends will receive 
informaƟ on regarding trainings, 
public policy, newsleƩ ers and 
monthly electronic mailings.

ICADV COMMUNITY PARTNER

Requirements:  Non-profi ts, for-profi ts, and government 
agencies that support the vision and mission of ICADV and are 
acceptable to local ICADV members.  PotenƟ al Community 
Partner members must review and sign the assurances 
document found by clicking here.   This level of membership 
goes through a review process by the ICADV Membership 
CommiƩ ee.

Fee:  $250.00 per year

Benefi ts:  Community Partners will receive informaƟ on 
regarding trainings, newsleƩ ers, public policy and by monthly 
electronic mailings.  Community Partners receive up to $100 
worth of ICADV resources, chosen by the Community Partner 
and may be invited to sit on ICADV commiƩ ees.

ICADV Program Council Member

Requirements:  Non-profi ts or for-profi ts that support the 
vision and mission of ICADV and are acceptable to local ICADV 
members.  PotenƟ al Program Council Members must review 
and sign our assurances document found by clicking here.  
There are addiƟ onal criteria that must be met for membership 
at this level.

This category is made up of two types:  

· DomesƟ c Violence Service Provider 

· Partner Abuse IntervenƟ on Program

For more informaƟ on on any 
level of membership email us 
at msa@ilcadv.org and type 
membership in the subject 
line.
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As I write this memo to include 
in our latest For BeƩ er Times, 
I am listening to the Senate 
AppropriaƟ ons CommiƩ ee 
discuss various budget 
proposals.  As the Illinois 
Legislature and the Governor 

struggle with diff erent perspecƟ ves of how to solve 
Illinois’ complex and signifi cant revenue issues, this 
newsleƩ er highlights how wonderful our member 
agencies are in conƟ nuing to be creaƟ ve with 
designing programs to respond to adults and children 
experiencing domesƟ c violence.  No maƩ er what 
our elected offi  cials ulƟ mately agree to spend on 
services, our members will strive to work in their 
communiƟ es to help families fi nd safety.
Our front page story illustrates collaboraƟ ve eff orts 
with which ICADV has begun to focus on prevenƟ on.  
We are excited that the Verizon FoundaƟ on conƟ nues 
to be our partner in engaging high school students 
all over the state to creaƟ vely address healthy 
relaƟ onships.  This project has grown every year 
since we started and we look forward to another 
series of successful entrants this fall.  
Each arƟ cle in this current ediƟ on shows that ending 
domesƟ c violence has to occur through partnerships 
and collaboraƟ ons.  No enƟ ty or organizaƟ on can 
accomplish this goal independently.  These arƟ cles 
also point out that domesƟ c violence is a mulƟ -
faceted problem that requires varied opportuniƟ es 
to address safety of families.  ICADV and its member 
programs needs each of you to bring your talents and 
skills to the table to help us.  
Finally I would like to invite everyone reading this 
newsleƩ er to join us at Jazz at Pasfi eld House on 
June  12.  This event is a way to celebrate the hard 
work of our Board of Directors, Program Council and 
staff  in the work we have done this year to educate 
communiƟ es and professionals, advocate for strong 
laws and funding to support survivors and their 
families, and build collaboraƟ ons throughout the 
state.
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Note


